THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, and agreed that France
would allow Italy a free hand to develop her interests
in Abyssinia, That agreement went far to make
Anglo-French co-operation for the restraint of Italy
impossible.
But we shall get no true picture of the course of
British foreign policy unless we inquire what had
prompted Laval to take that course.
For fifteen years Britain had boggled at giving to
France any unequivocal guarantee against German
attack. At the time of the Armistice Foch had urged
the separation of Rhineland, its virtual military occu-
pation indefinitely, Wilson and Lloyd George would
have none of it and offered as an alternative an Anglo-
American guarantee of French territory. In con-
sideration of this promise, France surrendered the
Rhineland project. But the Anglo-American promise
was not kept. First America and then Britain went
back on it. At great labour the Treaty of Mutual
Assistance was drawn up and France induced to
accept it as a substitute. The British Government then
repudiated that as well, by refusal to ratify it. The
Labour Government then drew up the 1924 Protocol
which France welcomed as furnishing the guarantees
she needed. But a change of government taking place
shortly after, the Protocol also was repudiated. There
followed the Locarno group of treaties^ which had
the very great merit under Briand-Stresemann in-
fluence of tending to bring France and Germany
into co-operation.
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